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Division 3:  Premier and Cabinet - Service 12,  Implementation of the State Crime Prevention Strategy, 
$11 838 000 - 
Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer to the second major achievement for 2005-06 in which reference is made to the 
designing out crime unit.  What progress has been made towards implementing crime prevention through 
environmental design principles and state planning policy guidelines?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I thank the member for Girrawheen for her question.  In 2004 the state government 
established a designing out crime unit in the Office of Crime Prevention to work across state government 
agencies and with local governments to ensure that design planning and development of the built and landscaped 
environment do not provide opportunities for crime.  Over the past 30 years, international research has indicated 
that designing out crime and crime prevention through environmental design can assist in reducing crime and the 
fear of crime as part of a multi-agency approach.  To achieve this, the government is working on developing a 
state designing out crime strategy and planning policy guidelines to ensure that consideration of crime risk is 
factored into planning and development approvals.  In conjunction with the Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure and the Office of Crime Prevention, the Western Australian Planning Commission has developed 
designing out crime planning guidelines to provide local government, town centre management, industry and 
business with an understanding of the principles of designing out crime and a toolbox of possible design 
approaches to address crime prevention within Western Australia.  Those guidelines will describe how designing 
out crime principles can be used in planning and design in subdivision and development proposals and 
assessments for statutory approvals in any upgrade or maintenance to more effectively address crime and safety 
issues.  The draft guidelines have been already considered by the Western Australian Planning Commission and 
are about to be released for public comment.  Those guidelines will be supported by a WAPC planning bulletin 
launch towards the end of 2005.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I also note that in the electorate of Midland, the new little subdivision of Woodbridge 
Lakes on the Midland railway workshops site is one of the first subdivisions to use those designing out crime 
principles.  I was very pleased to see that the Midland Redevelopment Authority took an opportunity at an early 
stage to seek out information on designing out crime, and it has designed that subdivision accordingly.  If the 
snapping up of those lots that are for sale is any indication, that is probably one of many factors that has caused 
people to be prepared to pay a good price for those blocks.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am trying to find Neighbourhood Watch under the major achievements and major 
initiatives.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  It is under division 37 covering the Police Service. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The fourth major achievement for 2004-05 on page 99 states that more than 60 local 
government community safety and crime prevention partnerships were formed and training was provided to 
support local governments in completing their crime prevention plans.  In other words, 60 local governments are 
on board.  Does the minister expect that more local governments will come on board under that program in 
2005-06?  What further initiatives will be implemented to encourage local government?  The last major initiative 
for 2005-06 indicates that $3.2 million will be allocated to support local government.  I gather that is part of the 
same program.  Will the minister elaborate on that?  As the minister knows, some local governments are 
involved and some are not.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I thank the member for Wagin for the question.  He is right, local government take-up 
was initially slow.  People have been used to working under a different model, and some have worked very 
successfully.  Under the previous model, some communities were successful because people were active in 
getting together groups and applying for the grants while other needy communities missed out.  Councillors 
made a lot of complaints that some groups within their boundaries obtained grants when the councillors believed 
they had more worthy projects.  For example, a local government authority might have missed out on a crime 
prevention grant, while a separate group was successful.  At that local level, councillors are elected to represent, 
so they should have input into a coordinated approach to reduce crime in their area and have the say on which of 
the crime prevention initiatives is funded.  That is the impetus behind the change.  

I suppose the suspicion from local government was that somehow we wanted to push the problem onto them or 
that it would involve a cost shift.  I can assure them that no cost shift is involved.  The police budget has been 
massively increased and the amount of money for the Office of Crime Prevention has been increased.  Over the 
past couple of months, a significant number of additional local governments have joined the scheme.  I 
understand that the aim is to involve at least 90 in partnerships by the end of 2005-06.  Initially, $10 000 is 
available to help councils design their own local crime prevention plan.  Once that plan is in place, they can 
apply for funding for other initiatives that form part of that plan.   
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Local governments have seen that this approach is working.  One of my favourite sayings is that the proof of the 
pudding is in the eating.  As more local government authorities see that those that have signed up are doing well 
out of it and are well supported in their crime prevention initiatives, they will want to be part of it.  I encourage 
every local government authority in the state to be part of it.  Initially, at least $10 000 is available, and, as the 
member for Wagin highlighted, a total of $3.2 million is available.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  One of the problems raised with me earlier was not so much the finance but the 
workload, in that it was another job they have to do.  The Safer WA groups did not impinge on local 
government’s time.  They were quite separate from local government, although they had local government 
representation.  However, I acknowledge that they were not all operating well.  Is one of the problems that there 
has been a slow uptake?  If that is the case, is there a plan to try to sell those groups better and make sure they do 
not take up too much of the time of local governments?  That is a question that is often put to me by local 
governments.   

[9.50 am] 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  One of the things that the $10 000 planning money can go towards is backfilling staff if 
that is what is needed to put the plan in place.  The issue that the member raised has been an issue only for some 
of the smaller local government authorities.  Local governments need to take a leadership role in their local 
community.  About 10 years ago, local governments started surveying their constituents about what were the 
important issues in their community.  It does not matter what level of government asks that question; people say 
the important issues in their community are crime prevention, reducing antisocial behaviour, graffiti, and so 
forth.  People do not differentiate and say that just because it is local government, the major issue is rubbish 
removal or the state of the local parks and gardens.  People believe crime prevention and reducing antisocial 
behaviour etc are important issues, and they want local government to be part of that.  I would encourage local 
governments to engage with their community.  There are people in the community who have previously been 
part of the Safer WA committees and who are interested in assisting the council and putting in voluntary time.  
There is nothing to stop local governments from harnessing that community support and getting people to work 
with them on these initiatives.  I acknowledge that that will require some coordination.  Some of the money for 
staff time can come out of that initial funding of $10 000.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Very briefly, Mr Chairman -  

The CHAIRMAN:  Is this a question on the budget rather than policy? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I think it does relate to this budget point, Mr Chairman.  So if a former Safer WA 
committee has formed itself into a local Safer Town committee and is not accessing this money, it should talk to 
its local government about accessing this money?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Yes.  I want them to link together and take a coordinated and strategic approach within 
their own shire boundaries.  It makes no sense to me to have competing interests.   

Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer the minister to the last dot point on page 99, under major achievements for 2004-05.  
The minister is aware of the successful Midwest Football Academy in my electorate, funded through the 
community safety and crime prevention partnership fund.  Can the minister comment on the extension of this 
and other projects to meet the high needs of youth in Geraldton   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I thank the member for Geraldton for the question and also for his support of this 
initiative.  The Midwest Football Academy is a joint initiative between Clontarf Foundation and Geraldton 
Senior College.  It targets at-risk indigenous youth aged between 12 and 28 years in Geraldton.  Funding of 
$50 000 was provided to the academy in early 2005 to extend the successful project for a further 12 months.  The 
primary aim of the project is to attract indigenous male youth back to mainstream education through the medium 
of football, and through this medium to help students build a sense of self-esteem, teamwork and belonging.  The 
academy uses a range of strategies to develop discipline and life skills in students so that they can meaningfully 
participate in the community.  There is also the Midwest Netball Academy.  That academy is run under the 
auspices of the Geraldton Streetwork Aboriginal Corporation.  It is similar to the football academy project.  The 
key objective of the netball academy is to attract and reattach female indigenous students to the education 
system, in that instance using netball as the medium for engagement and retention.  That project will commence 
in July 2005.  It will be based at John Wilcock Junior College.  The community safety and crime prevention 
partnership fund has recently committed $50 000, alongside the matched Department of Education and Training 
contribution.  Funding has also been provided to the City of Geraldton for the Geraldton youth empowerment 
program.  That took the form of a grant of $40 000 to enable the City of Geraldton to employ a youth 
development officer for one year commencing in December 2004.  That project will focus on the development 
and implementation of a five-year youth development plan for young people in Geraldton.  A number of very 
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worthy projects are taking place in the member’s area.  In October 2004 there was a grant of $147 973 to enable 
the repayment of debt that was being carried by the Geraldton PCYC federation.  That debt had been incurred by 
a funding shortfall during the construction phase of the new premises, and that one-off grant enabled the 
repayment of that debt.   

Mr S.R. HILL:  That was much appreciated by the PCYC. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Yes.  I know that had been a concern for the PCYC since the centre was opened.   

The City of Geraldton also recently signed a partnership agreement with the state government.  It has received 
$10 000 to develop a crime prevention plan.  The City of Geraldton will also be receiving $1 200 annually to 
meet the administrative costs of the community safety and crime prevention committee.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I refer to page 99.  The last dot point under major initiatives for 2004-05 refers to an 
allocation of $3.2 million to the community safety and crime prevention fund to support local government and 
community organisation grant projects.  The minister has mentioned a research program to deal with crime 
prevention through environmental planning and design.  What has been provided in this budget to deal with the 
fear of crime as opposed to crime itself, in particular the fear that is held by seniors in our community?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  One of the difficulties in answering a question such as this is that there is an enormous 
number of applications for grants from this $3.2 million allocation for the community safety and crime 
prevention fund.  Those grants are in many different categories.  Many of those would be to reduce the fear of 
crime.  I cannot give the member an exact breakdown of that $3.2 million, because the grants had not been 
determined yet.  It is really up to what priorities the local government authorities choose to put in place as part of 
their own plan.   

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  I refer to the fifth dot point on page 99.  Can the minister comment on projects in Broome, 
and indeed the Kimberley, that have been funded through the community safety and crime prevention 
partnership fund?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I certainly can.  I thank the member for Kimberley for her question.  One of the projects 
is the Broome marine intervention project.  That project targets at-risk indigenous youth in Broome aged 
between 15 and 18 years, with a history of constant academic failure at school, truanting and low self-esteem.  
That project received $28 000 to provide for marine studies and personal development training.  It is run by the 
Kimberley TAFE and the Broome PCYC.  The first intake in 2005 had 12 participants.  It is based on the 
successful Fremantle marine intervention program, which catered for 127 participants over three years.  I am 
advised that more than 80 per cent of the students completed the course, and 96 per cent of these graduates have 
not reoffended.  That is great news.  Seventy-one per cent of the graduates have returned to study or gained 
employment.  Some of the skills taught during the five-week course at Kimberley TAFE are scuba diving, 
navigation, deckhand skills and seamanship.  An Aboriginal police liaison officer will accompany the students 
on the course.   

There is also the Broome men’s drop-in service, which targets homeless indigenous men in the Broome 
township.  That is another project supported through the government’s crime prevention fund.  Funding of 
$29 328 has been provided for that project.  The Shires of Broome and Derby-West Kimberley are also working 
positively with the Office of Crime Prevention to form a community safety and crime prevention partnership 
with the state government.  We are hopeful that will be signed in the near future.  The Shires of Halls Creek and 
Wyndham-East Kimberley have already signed partnership agreements with the state, and have received $10 000 
each.  They also received, as I mentioned regarding Geraldton, $1 200 annually to meet administrative costs with 
the local community safety and crime prevention committees.  These and other efforts by local government assist 
in reducing crime in the Kimberley. 

[10.00 am] 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer to the first dot point on page 99 of the Budget Statements regarding the general 
community safety and crime prevention strategy.  Given recent events, can the minister outline why the 
GraffitiGone web site was established? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I thank the member for Girrawheen for her question.  I was delighted to jointly launch 
the GraffitiGone web site with the Mayor of the Town of Vincent.  Graffiti vandalism costs Western Australians 
about $6 million a year in clean-up expenses, and research has consistently shown that prompt graffiti removal 
plays a critical role in reducing graffiti because it diminishes the level of recognition and reward achieved by 
graffiti offenders.  The Western Australian government has committed to reduce graffiti and its impact on the 
local community.  The government is working through its agencies and local government to facilitate the 
removal of graffiti within 48 hours, or immediately if the graffiti is racist or obscene.  To assist this effort, the 
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GraffitiGone web site was established in conjunction with the Town of Vincent.  It provides an easily accessible 
online graffiti reporting form, and allows the community to play a role in reducing graffiti offending.  People are 
asked to report graffiti vandalism and to enter the details of the damage.  I have tried the web site, and it is very 
simple to use.  Once the information is reported by the community, it is sent directly to agencies such as Main 
Roads, Western Power or the Town of Vincent.  The reporting of graffiti is a significant deterrent.  A three-
month trial is being conducted, after which results will be examined.  Potentially, the program could be rolled 
out across other local government authorities. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The third dot point of major achievements for 2004-05 as outlined on page 99 of the 
Budget Statements reads -  

‘Operation Burglary Countdown’ was extended to Carnarvon in July 2004, reducing burglaries by 54% 
in the nine months to March 2005. 

This appears to have been a very successful program.  Will the project continue in Carnarvon, and will it be 
extended to other major regional centres?  Can the minister also briefly explain how it operates? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  As the member pointed out, Operation Burglary Countdown is a very successful 
burglary reduction project that was initiated by the government through the Office of Crime Prevention as part of 
the Burglar Beware program.  Operation Burglary Countdown commenced in November 2003 in Morley and 
Bentley.  At the conclusion of the 12-month pilot project, the rate of residential burglaries when compared with 
the level in the previous year had reduced by 45 per cent in Bentley and 24 per cent in Morley.  The program 
was then trialled in a country community.  Carnarvon was chosen, first, because of community concern about its 
rate of burglaries, and, second, because of the willingness of the Shire of Carnarvon, local agencies and local 
community groups to be involved.  Operation Burglary Countdown involves multiple strategies to address 
different aspects of burglary prevention, including community awareness and advice, target hardening, home 
security audits and support and advice for victims to reduce re-victimisation.  People are often surprised that not 
only do the same individuals commit crimes, but also, sadly, many individuals are continually re-victimised.  
Assisting break-in victims to prevent further break-ins is a worthwhile endeavour.  As borne out by statistics, 
victims are more likely to be reoffended against than people who have never been victimised are to become a 
victim.  Operation Burglary Countdown also involves intelligence-based policing to target known and recidivist 
offenders.  Therefore, police make an effort to look at people known to them.  Property marking and recording is 
another important element, and clear public messages are delivered to stakeholders that a burglary reduction 
pilot program is being conducted.  One of the best elements is that the effort involves the entire community.  The 
Department of Sport and Recreation also coordinated a series of sport diversionary programs in Carnarvon for 
young at-risk people; the Department of Housing and Works assists through security upgrades for public 
housing; and the Department for Community Development conducts extra work with local at-risk families.  I 
cannot overestimate the importance of engaging the entire community and as many agencies as possible in such 
programs. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  As the program has clearly been successful, will it be extended to other communities 
that have problems similar to those identified in Carnarvon?  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Yes.  As the member indicated, a 56 per cent reduction in burglaries was achieved in 
Carnarvon compared with the number of offences that took place in the previous year.  The Carnarvon pilot 
project is due to conclude in June, when the government will undertake a full assessment.  Also, the government 
is looking to assist other local government bodies to roll out the program.  The country and metropolitan projects 
were regarded as trials.  What works in the city sometimes does not work in the country, and vice versa, but 
Operation Burglary Countdown seems to have worked very well in Carnarvon as well as in the metropolitan 
area.  As a next step, the government will help other local governments to pursue the program.   

MR M.J. COWPER:  The second major initiative for 2005-06 reads -  

The Department will continue its Burglar Beware campaign . . .  

I understand the program appeared last year in the form of television advertisements that highlighted the use of 
DNA testing; that is, a high-ranking police officer mentioned that DNA testing is now available in Western 
Australia.  I am curious whether that program will be continued this year, as it was virtually telling burglars to 
wear gloves. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  That is one interpretation that could be drawn from the advertisements.  I doubt that 
very many burglars study Hansard.  I am sure the member is aware that many things apart from fingerprints can 
be found at a crime scene to allow police to collect DNA.  I refer to an example on the public record that relates 
to the use of DNA in a United Kingdom case.  A professional - if one can use that term - car theft ring had been 
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stealing very expensive vehicles, and police had had little joy in catching the culprit or culprits.  A police officer 
investigating the theft of a vehicle police had managed to retrieve had an idea.  It was clear that the criminal in 
that instance was wearing gloves at the time of the theft, and the officer thought about the action the thief took to 
steal the car.  The police officer thought that perhaps a gap had emerged between the thief’s jacket and his glove 
as he had reached underneath the dashboard.  The officer was right.  Some skin cells had rubbed off the thief’s 
wrist where he had reached underneath the dashboard to reach the ignition, and the police managed to retrieve 
DNA from those skin cells.  Cigarette butts can be retrieved.  Sometimes people who commit a break-in leave 
cans of coke or beer and other things lying around the crime scene.  Although the wearing of gloves by criminals 
can make DNA retrieval more difficult, it does not necessarily mean that DNA cannot be collected from a crime 
scene.  To a certain extent, the purpose of the advertisements has been to deal with the large proportion of home 
burglary that is opportunistic theft.  The burglary reduction figures speak for themselves.  Globally, the 
campaign has had an excellent impact.  It is difficult to know what parts of the campaign have had the most 
effect.  However, overall we have seen a significant reduction in burglary.  I believe that the ads are effective.   

[10.10 am] 

Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer the minister to the fifth dot point under major achievements on page 99 of the Budget 
Statements.  Will the minister briefly outline some of the strategies the department implemented to address 
temporal and seasonal crime hotspots?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  As the member for Geraldton rightly suggested, an increasing number of school leavers 
are visiting regional and coastal Western Australian communities after completing their year 12 exams.  In 
Dunsborough, for example, a crowd of between 4 000 and 5 000 young people is expected in November 2005.  
That follows a trend over recent years which has seen visitation numbers grow from 500 young people in 2000 to 
3 500 in 2004.  Visitor numbers in some communities is smaller.  For example, about 500 students are expected 
in Kalbarri, which is closer to the member’s electorate.  Considering what has occurred on the eastern seaboard, 
it is anticipated that the number of students in some coastal areas will also grow and, because of that, there is 
significant potential for harm and disorder.  The Office of Crime Prevention and the Western Australia Police 
Service is considering strategies to minimise that harm and disorder.  The Office of Crime Prevention is 
establishing a senior officers’ working group on school-leaver event coordination and will dedicate 0.5 of a full-
time equivalent to the coordination of a school-leaver program.  It is also supporting local communities in their 
efforts to manage school leavers, including providing a central coordination point for relevant funding programs 
and organising an annual community planning workshop.  It is also funding 0.2 of an FTE as a coordinator in the 
south west region given the particular circumstances of Dunsborough and nearby towns.  In an effort to support 
those local communities, $80 000 has been made available to assist them in their planning for the school-leavers’ 
week.  The overall budget comprises 0.5 of a level 6 FTE as a program manager at a cost $45 000; an annual 
key-stakeholder workshop at a cost of $18 000; resource development and printing at a cost of $10 000; and, a 
0.2 of a level 4 FTE coordinator in the south west region, including $2 000 for travel, totalling $15 000.  Funding 
of $80 000 has been provided for the community groups, which I previously mentioned.   
Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  Will the minister describe what events will take place in the planned community safety 
month?   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Mr Chairman, can we move on because government members are stalling the proceedings 
and taking up too much time?   
The CHAIRMAN (Mr J.R. Quigley):  I ask for members’ forbearance because there are only two more 
questions on the list.   
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Community safety month was initiated in October 2004 to raise public awareness about 
community safety, the prevention of injuries and the reduction in violence and crime.  In 2004, community 
safety month successfully raised community awareness through the promotion of risk reduction and safe 
practices.  In 2005 we hope to build on the successes of that event.  As well as showcasing existing community 
safety programs, we will be developing new ones.  The themes for this year’s community safety month are crime 
prevention, work safety, emergency services, road safety and injury prevention.  The combined event will 
involve a range of events involving community schools, government agencies and community organisations.  
Last year some 100 events were coordinated as part of community safety month.  This year I expect it to be 
bigger and better.    
Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer the minister to the fourth dot point on page 99 of the Budget Statements which deals 
with community safety and crime prevention partnerships.  I note that more than 60 local government authorities 
have signed up to the partnership.  Will the minister advise the progress of the other 80 or so local government 
authorities signing up to the partnership?  In particular, and for the benefit of the member for Hillarys, I would 
like to know what is happening in the Cities of Joondalup, Wanneroo and Stirling.   
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Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I anticipate that, based on the current progress, by the end of 2005-06 90 local 
government authorities will have signed up.  I would like that number to be higher.  Hopefully, the City of 
Stirling is not far away from signing up.  I am not sure of the status of the other two authorities.  A meeting has 
been organised in Joondalup in the next fortnight.  Sadly, I cannot advise what is happening with Wanneroo.  So 
far it has not indicated much willingness to be involved in the partnership.  I hope that that will change in the 
near future.  

The appropriation was recommended. 
[10.20 am] 
 


